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adviser and helper to him, and even on occasion a brave
leader of his soldiers in battle, but also was adored by the
people as a saint and the protector of the oppressed She was
the peacemaker and comforter wherever enmity, wrongs, or
misery existed; and it was under her that Catherine was first
shown what governing ought to be like. But she died in 1470,
after which Catherine was brought up by her stepmother,
the Duchess Bona.

Catherine, in accordance with the custom of the time, had
a most elaborate education. We have already seen 5 how in
the generation-immediately preceding hers (in the time of
Lucrezia Tornabuoni) ladies in Italy had begun to come
forth fiom the seclusion previously customary, and to make
themselves notable by their attainments. And in Catherine's
time this became still more pronounced. The ladies of that
age were accomplished to an extent which would now be
thought scarcely possible. They were expected to be proficient
in classical learning and Latin and Greek composition, to be
conversant also with the current literature of their own and
other countries, to have a knowledge of the various branches
of art and science, to be as accomplished in music, dancing,
and the playing of various instruments as their brothers were
in the use of arms, and be able to ride well and take part in
field sports. Cecilia Gonzaga, Ippolita Sforza (Catherine's
aunt),6 and Catherine herself, with, a few years later, Isa-
bella d'Este, her sister Beatrice d'Este, and their sister-in-law,
Elisabetta Gonzaga, all furnish examples of the numerous
attainments and wide range of culture of the ladies of this
time. We read of Ippolita Sforza, at about twelve years old,
delighting Pope Pius II, when he visited her father's court,
by reciting a Latin oration composed by herself; of Cecilia
Gonzaga reading and writing both Greek and Latin at eight
years old; of Catherine herself, at the age of ten, reciting
Latin verses of her own composition to welcome Cardinal
Riario to her father's court; of Elisabetta Gonzaga singing
Virgil's poems and accompanying herself on the lute; and